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mentally ran over the offences against the religious law of which I had lately been guilty. I hoped he had not heard of our hashish-smoking, or discovered the true nature of the liquid which Signor Caprotti had been sending me for the last few days in a sparklet siphon, ingenuously representing to the authorities that it was lemonade. The prescribed punishment for these offences, so far as I could recollect, was forty lashes, but being a " Hagi " I might get more. This terrible man had two assessors beside him on the bench. I was placed on a chair beside Ahmad, who had preceded me under a strong guard, and was sitting there regarding the majesty of the law with a becomingly demure expression. There were a lot of people in court talking and laughing, and on a chair placed opposite to us I was astonished to perceive that scoundrel Muslih, who was interjecting the words " Allahu Akbar " (God is great) with a monotonous regularity only equalled by their eternal truth and utter irrelevance.
Commanding silence in a voice of thunder, to which no one paid the slightest attention, the Kadhi directed the statement of claim to be read. The clerk of the court arose thereupon and began to read aloud the statement of evidence I had made that morning. Overcoming with a great effort iny innate respect for all forms of constituted authority, courts of law in especial, I rose to a point of order, and, bidding the clerk be silent, asked the Kadhi what the case he was trying was about. He obligingly informed me that it was a civil action, in which Ahmad and I, the plaintiffs, were suing Muslih, the defendant), for the return of certain articles that it was alleged we had handed over to him. "But, 0 Judge of the judges," I said, "I have no intention of bringing such an action ; and could not if I would, for, as your presence is aware, we are foreign subjects."                 ,
" Ya walad," said the presence, with more benignanca than politeness, " 'tis by order of the Vali. Let the reading proceed."
When the " claims " had been recited the Kadhi called for the witnesses, and at this point a subaltern of the gendarmerie, who said he was acting for us, got up and announced that there weren't any : because Ahmad and